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Service Schedule –10:30 am 

Formal Services are held 

September through mid-June 

Sunday mornings 

10:30-11:30 
 

Informal Summer Services are 
held July through the beginning 

of September. 

 

No matter what time 

of year… 

Please join us! 

Welcome to the 

Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship of Big Flats. 

 

We are an intentionally 

inclusive congregation, 

welcoming all! 
 

UU of Big Flats, NY 

48 Hibbard Road Extension 

Big Flats, NY 14814 

http://www.bigflatsuu.org/index.php 

May 7 - Making My Peace with Being a Feather Duster: A Reflection on Stay-

ing Useful with Rev Janet Shortall. In a book devoted to aging with grace, 
quaker educator Parker Palmer spoke of his father cautioning him to not 
get carried away with his youthful ambitions by saying “today’s peacock is 
tomorrow’s feather-duster.”  Working with the metaphor of dust feather 
but through a positive lens feels worth reflecting on. Service Leader: TBA 
 
May 14 - Little Free Libraries and the Red Shelf Library Initiative, with 
member Ron Telford. Service Leader: Chris Telford 
 
May 21 - CASA Trinity with guest Amy O’Rourke. Casa Trinity is one of the 
few remaining Councils on Alcohol and Substance Abuse left in New York 
State. Although the original intent of Councils was a focus on alcohol and 
substance abuse services, our offerings have evolved over the past 15 years 
to encompass a full circle of care when it comes to our clients. We don’t just 
treat substance use disorders, we treat mental health, co-occurring disorders 
and provide outreach and social health connections to housing and food, re-
ferrals to other services providers and so much more. Service Leader: Leslie 
Potter 
 
May 28 - Memorial Day Reflections - US Army veteran Jim Hassell will share 
his memories and thoughts on Memorial Day. Service Leader: Jim Russell 

MAY Hosting Duties 
Duties include: Arriving by 10:15, setting up chairs 

and greeting newcomers, and then cleaning up 
and locking the door. Hosts will also bring some 

light refreshments. If you can’t make it, please find 

someone to take your place. 

May 7: Jackie W 
May 14: The Telfords 
May 7: The Potters 
May 7: Jim R  

May 2023 Uni-Verse 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Big Flats, NY 





Democracy Not Theocracy: 
Confronting the Threat of Christian Nationalism 

to Preserve Our Religiously Diverse Nation 

JEWISH CENTER & FEDERATION OF THE TWIN TIERS presents: 

a special Yachad program with Rev. Paul Raushenbush 

Tuesday, May 2, 2023, from 7:30 to 9:30 PM 
Location: Congregation Kol Ami 

1008 West Water Street Elmira, NY 14905 

 

The Rev. Paul Brandeis Raushenbush, president of the Interfaith Alliance, will give a special Yachad lecture on Tuesday, May 2. 

His topic will be “Democracy Not Theocracy: Confronting the Threat of Christian Nationalism To Preserve Our Religiously 

Diverse Nation,” currently a special focus of the Alliance. 

 
An ordained Baptist minister, Rev. Raushenbush is a longtime leader in the interfaith movement working to protect an inclu-

sive vision of religious freedom for people of all faiths and none. 

 

He is the great-grandson of the first Jewish Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis and great-grandson of Baptist theologian 

Walter Rauschenbusch, a key figure in the Social Gospel movement, who taught in Rochester. 
 

Prior to coming to Interfaith Alliance, Rev. Raushenbush served as senior vice president of the Auburn Seminary, the founding 

and executive editor of HuffPost Religion, associate dean of religious life and the chapel at Princeton University, and a found-

ing editor of Beliefnet.com. Most recently, he was the senior advisor for public affairs and innovation at Interfaith America. 
 

He also serves as host of State of Belief Radio, Interfaith Alliance’s weekly radio show and podcast. Rev. Raushenbush previ-

ously hosted Huffington Post’s podcast “All Together” where he interviewed a diverse array of guests working at the inter-

section of religion and politics, including President Jimmy Carter, Patti Smith, RuPaul, Bishop T.D. Jakes, and Rabbi Jonathan 

Sacks. 
 

Rev. Raushenbush has spoken about religious diversity and the importance of inclusive religious liberty at colleges, churches 

and institutes around the country including The Chautauqua Institute, the Center for American Progress, the New America 

Foundation and the Aspen Institute. He is regularly invited to offer commentary on issues of religion and civil rights in nation-

al outlets including CNN, CBS, ABC, MSNBC, NPR, New York Times, Washington Post, Al Jazeera, BBC, The Hill, Vice, and 
Religion News Service. He has published two books and contributed essays to several volumes on faith in public life. 

 

The Southern Tier Interfaith Coalition is a co-sponsor. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FBeliefnet.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ASvuLg7UD1HvCQdPJhkJtJp8zeh-8i6jAjHzdlgLHq6J2jUTnwwxQ1pg&h=AT2be3SIpHn653eqJ4SMYO_irnEyCP9eAvLyo79jDgQxUiy0ZUTJ6XQn_79H71gtTt72B3F6gz9w3EOnSQebUISSe3JNgMCKRVh5SBxAvPVPAVHIcdCqTMDScLb


The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Big Flats and friends have been taking part 

in this annual event since its first walk in 2007.  We'll be there again this year, hop-

ing to raise a bundle of cash for the cause. There is no charge to take part, but if 

you'd like a t-shirt and a lunch, a $15 fee/donation is requested. Member Leslie 

Potter will collect donations (not necessarily limited to $15, and you can always 

sponsor another person who is less able to pay) and pick up the t-shirts for distri-

bution on the day of the walk. 

 

The walk around Eldridge Lake usually starts at 11 AM, but it's best to meet up no 

later than 10:30 to get your shirt and find a place in the line close to the front - so 

you'll have a better spot in the lunch line afterward! 

 

There's a sign-up sheet at the Fellowship, or just let Leslie know at 

lesliepotter@hotmail.com or 607-301-

4006. The $15 fee/donation can be left at 

the fellowship (there's a treasurer's folder 

on the desk in the office and empty enve-

lopes lying around) or just mail a check to 

UUFBF, P. O. Box 103, Big Flats, NY 14814. 

Checks should be made out to 

"Community Foundation Suicide Preven-

tion Fund." 

Make sure whichever way you sign up to 

include your t-shirt size: unisex, Youth S/

M/L, Adult S/M/L/XL/XXL/XXXL. 

 

Let's get some exercise and give out 

some UU love!          
                                                          The t-shirt     

16th Annual 
Walk a Mile in My Shoes 

Suicide-Prevention 

Walk 

Saturday, May 6 
Eldridge Park. 

mailto:lesliepotter@hotmail.com




ELMIRA PRIDE 

Saturday, June 3 
11am-3pm 

Wisner Park 
The UUFBF will have a table at the event. 

You can sign up at the Fellowship for a time slot. 
Sponsored by: 

The Park 
Church 





 

Every Tuesday at 10am. Bring a craft 
project to work on and hang out. 

The third Saturday of each month will 
be Pizza & Game Night. Come @ 5p to 
play games and eat pizza! Contact Jen 
Spicer with suggestions or questions. 

UUFBF’s  

Newest 

Fellowship 

Members 

      The Fellowship is 
     pleased to welcome 
     two new members: 
     Andy Wall and 
    Jim Russell, who 
    signed the book 
   signifying their 
  commitment to being 
  members of the 
 Fellowship and what that 
 entails.  


