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May 5: Stewardship Sunday, with Marcia Allen and Leslie
Potter ~ Ask not what your Fellowship can do for
you... ~ Service Leader: Ron Telford
May 12: Celebrating Mother’s Day with Rev. Jody Kessler
~ All are encouraged to bring pictures and stories
of mothers, grandmothers and mother figures
who inspire them. We’ll create a beautiful altar
honoring our mothers - ancestral, spiritual and
the Great Mother Earth.

Programs
Flo Fender
Newsletter
Chris Telford
Pianist
Anthony DeLuca

Formal Services are held
September through mid-June

Sunday mornings
10:30-11:30

with a casual coffee hour
following.
Informal Summer Services
are held mid-June through
the beginning of September.

No matter what time
of year…
Please join us!

May 19: Endings and Beginnings with Rev. Aileen Fitzke ~
Our lives occur in cycles in which change is constant. If we are aware, we can pause to honor the
changes, mark and mourn the endings, and celebrate the new beginnings.
May 26: Observing Memorial Day with Dave Muffley ~
Attendees are encouraged to bring stories, pictures or anything else you’d like to share in honoring our Veterans. ~ Service Leader: Flo Fender

MEANINGFUL MOVIE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8
7:00pm * THE PARK CHURCH * 208 WEST GRAY ST.
Sponsored by Mothers Out Front,
People for a Healthy Environment, and The Park Church
Please enter via the parking lot side door, near Gray St.

Join us for a FREE screening of Paris to Pittsburgh, a new film from National Geographic, produced by Radical Media in partnership with Bloomberg Philanthropies – narrated by
Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning actress and activist Rachel Brosnahan (“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”).
From coastal cities to America’s heartland, Americans are demanding and developing real
solutions in the face of climate change. And, as the weather grows more deadly and destructive, they aren’t waiting on Washington to act. Learn about their incredible stories in
Paris to Pittsburgh, and be inspired to create change right here in Chemung County.

Elmira Small Group Ministry
meets the third Wednesday of every month
from 7-9pm at Alta Stevenson's lovely Victorian home on the corner of Euclid Avenue &
3rd Street. Alta provides snacks, but anyone
attending is encouraged to bring a munchie.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Below are Ruth Young’s notes from her talk on 3/17/19.
Climate Crisis

Do we have any climate change deniers here today? If you are, just work on a crossword puzzle or read another fantasy novel for the next 20 minutes and continue to be the grasshopper in late October.
Now then for the rest of us who are paying attention to the science being written in climatology journals,
your first assignment from this old retired teacher is to recall who your youngest relative is. Get a good visual
image of this person and decide right now, if you walk out of here and do nothing to mitigate the climate crisis that is upon us now, you owe this youngest relative the truth: You do not give a hoot about the planet
that they are going to try to live their life on for the next 90 years because it will be uninhabitable. We have
maybe a decade to mitigate this problem plus or minus a year either way according to the science being discussed today.
Other things you can do:
Attend your local county legislative meeting. In Chemung County it is the second Monday of the month.
Speak up at the public discussion part and ask them what they are doing to slow the climate crisis at our local
level? Go every month, and bring your relatives, your friends, and your neighbors.
Activate the neighborhood. Remind them that Mayor Dale Ross (R) of Georgetown, Texas has gotten his city
to go 100% renewable energy within the past 2 years. This has brought in many new businesses and young
folks who respect his vision for the future.
Write a letter to Tom DiNapoli (N.Y. State Comptroller) and insist that he get N.Y. State to divest in fossil
fuels and invest in renewables the rapidly growing sector of the investment portfolios today. Apartheid was
ended in South Africa by divestiture, not by war.
If you have Life, Auto, or Home Insurance, call your agent and/or write a letter that they can pass on to the
decision makers requesting them to divest in fossil fuels. If they show no interest in your request indicate that
you know other insurance companies that are interested, and change your carrier if this continues.
All of us have a bank or a credit union. Do the same with them.
If you are retired, encourage your retirement system to do likewise.
Write a letter to Governor Cuomo and thank him for banning fracking in New York State. Remind him that
that is only part of the help we need. Local areas need help for homes and businesses for efficient heat exchange. Tell him that you do not approve of pipelines, compressor stations, and frack waste in our landfills in
New York State from Pennsylvania. We need investment help for companies such as Plug Power that produce fuel cells. Plug Power is presently located near Albany and are investing $3.7 million in an assembly facility in Rochester's Eastman Business Park creating more than 80 jobs. Ballard Power located in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada also produces fuel cells that are selling all other the world. Costa Rica has a total
bus system running on hydrogen fuel cells. All of this could have been in the southern tier of N.Y. State if our
county legislatures had a readable pulse.
Write a letter to Todd Kaminsky (D) the new chair of the Environmental Conservation Committee in the
N.Y. State Senate and encourage him to move on these ideas also. Encourage him to bring in fuel cell and
electrolysis of water processes for hydrogen production from solar and wind farms. It is a carbon free process for converting the DC electricity produced from sun and wind.
This is a partial list of “Let's Do It!!!” Add to it and let's “Get 'er Done”.

For those of you who were unable to attend the Easter Service, the following was the
Story for All Ages, and was well-received...
The following is extracted from a 2001 Easter sermon by the Reverend Michael McGee adapted from a story
by Jim Wallace.
A group of friends of various religious denominations were seated in fellowship discussing the true
meaning of Easter one Sunday when the Baptist said: “I believe we place too much emphasis on chocolate bunnies, colored rabbits and Easter eggs instead of the spiritual aspects, which is the real meaning
of Easter. That’s what I believe,” said the Baptist. “Me too,” said the Methodist. “Me too,” said the Lutheran. “Me too,” said the Catholic. “Me too,” said the Nazarene. –And the Unitarian Universalist was
silent.
“I believe the real meaning of Easter is that Christ died on the Cross for our sins,” said the Methodist.
“Me too,” said the Nazarene. “Me too,” said the Lutheran. “Me too,” said the Baptist. “Me too,” said the
Lutheran. –And the Unitarian Universalist was silent.
“I believe the real meaning of Easter is the triumph of Jesus over the Grave,” said the Lutheran. “Me
too,” said the Catholic. “Me too,” said the Nazarene. “Me too,” said the Baptist. “Me too,” said the
Methodist. –And the Unitarian Universalist was silent.
“I believe the real meaning of Easter is not only what each of you have said, but also that all people
who believe in the sacrifice and Resurrection of Jesus are cleansed of original sin through baptism and
are restored to the favor of God and many share in His eternal Life,” said the Catholic. “Me too,” said
the Nazarene. “Me too,” said the Baptist. “Me too,” said the Methodist. “Me too,” said the Lutheran. –
And the Unitarian Universalist was silent.
“I believe the real meaning of Easter, in addition to what has already been said, symbolizes that the
bodies of all people will be resurrected and joined to their souls to share their final fate,” said the
Nazarene. “Me too,” said the Baptist. “Me too,” said the Methodist. “Me too,” said the Lutheran. “Me
too,” said the Catholic. –And the Unitarian Universalist was silent.
The group then turned to their Unitarian Universalist friend, whom they all recognized as a little
strange, and said, “Your silence is a mystery to us. Just what do you believe as a Unitarian Universalist
is the real meaning of Easter?”
The Unitarian Universalist said: “I believe the real meaning of Easter is the appreciation of life’s renewing cycles and, that for all things there is a season. I believe the real meaning of Easter is the acknowledgment, with its accompanying sadness, of a very human Jesus who was forced to die on the Cross
because of his liberal religious views and beliefs. But most important of all, I believe the real meaning
of Easter is the Celebration of Thanksgiving for the presence of the sacred in each and every living
person and thing; for the presence of the sacred in the birds that sing; for the presence of the sacred
in the flowers which sway and the grasses which rustle in the gentle breezes of spring. This is what I
believe is the real meaning of Easter,” said the Unitarian Universalist.
“Me too,” sang the birds. “Me too,” waved the flowers. “Me too,” rustled the grasses. “Me too,” sighed
the wind. — And all the rest were silent.

Want to include
something in future
newsletters?
Easy!
Email Chris (by the 15th
of the month before) at

ceemarie1971
@twc.com

UUFBF
Board
Meetings
are held on
the
SECOND
SUNDAY
of every
month after
a brief
coffee hour
following
the service.
All
members
are
welcome to
attend.

Join our Facebook Page!
Search for “Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship
of Big Flats” and click
‘LIKE’

Every

Friday
Night
@
UUFBF
7pm
To
10pm

Fellowship Hosting Schedule
Hosting is a service we provide one another.
If you are unable to host on the day that you’ve
been assigned, please make arrangements for
someone else to take your place.

Date Hosts
May 5 McCall, Wosinski, Fender
May 12 Telford, Wilson
May 19 Scopelliti, Paquette, Spicer
May 26 Martin/Glenn, Potter, Fitzpatrick
June 2 McCall, Wosinski, Fender
June 9 Telford, Wilson
June 16 Scopelliti, Paquette, Spicer
June 23 Martin/Glenn, Potter, Fitzpatrick

