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Formal Services are held
September through mid-June

Sunday mornings
10:30-11:30

either in-person or via
Zoom (weather dependent).
Informal Summer Services are
held July through the beginning
of September.

No matter what time
of year…
Please join us!

UUFBF has begun meeting again in person at the fellowship. The format and line-up
of services is still being worked out, but service begins at 10:30 and masks and social
distancing remains in place. As the weather permits, we can always meet outside under the sun and sky.

April ONLINE Zoom Worship Services
Click this link to join Zoom

To attend by phone, dial +1 646 876 9923
Then when prompted type in:
Meeting ID: 943 5698 0987
Passcode: 502412
All Zooms begin at 10am unless otherwise noted!

March 28 “The April Fool” - Rev. Darcey Laine
(captioning available)

The fool, the trickster and the child are interesting archetypes, frequent characters in myth and story. In these days when everything feels so serious, we will
consider the wisdom of the fool and other archetypes who make space for the
unexpected.
April 4, Easter Sunday – Rev. Darcey Laine, Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias, Rev. Douglas
Tayler, Rev. Rachel Baker, Rev. Marty Pelham, Rev. Jo VonRue, Rev. Margaret Weis

(captioning available)

We gather for a multi-congregation celebration of Easter and the rebirth of
spring. We will share music, stories and reflections on the miracle of plants and
critters beginning to return from their winter dormancy, and we contemplate the
mystery of Jesus in the Tomb. There will be time during the Story for All Ages
to show your spring colors, please bring a spring hat or scarf or other spring
finery as you feel moved.
April 11 “Stories Like Constellations” - Rev. Darcey Laine
(captioning available)

We are constantly making up stories about why things happen and what those
events mean. A good story can help us through hard times. A good story can
help us create a place for ourselves in the future. But stories can also keep us
stuck within the limits of their tropes and formulas. Stories that are unconnected to reality are unreliable guides for life in the real world. How do we tell stories grounded in the real world, yet expansive enough to guide us into a rapidly
changing future?

Caring Circle Gathering
Wednesday, March 31 at 1:00
from Rev. Darcey Laine

CLICK TO JOIN
Meeting ID: 948 3335 3621
Passcode: 648993

Let’s get together and talk about how we care for one another, how it’s been going
this year of Covid and physical distancing, what’s working and how we’d like to see
that evolve. We can also talk about who needs our care.
What is the Caring Circle? When our Members and Friends have been in the hospital, or experienced other life transitions they are often eased by the support of community. That’s why we developed an e-mail list we are calling the “caring circle.”
This e-mail group has been sharing information about such events – for example,
“A member recently was admitted to Guthrie for surgery. She would like cards but is
not ready for visitors.” This is also a circle we can draw from when a member needs
rides to or from the hospital, a hot meal, cards and calls or other support. It started as a circle of the Athens
congregation, now folks from Cortland and Big Flats congregations are welcome.
If you would like to be on a list of those whom I, or others in the church, could reach out to when we know of
someone who could use some care, please email caringcircle@uucas.org
Rev. Darcey's Archives

New Sunday Reflections
* Now Online *
Missed a Sunday’s Zoom worship, or just want a closer look at Rev. Laine’s
reflections?
“Why Justice?” can be found here: https://revlaine.blogspot.com/2021/03/whyjustice.html

“Making History Together” can be found here: https://revlaine.blogspot.com/2021/03/our-historic-yeartogether.html
Katie Replogle’s reflection on History Sunday can be found here: http://www.uucas.org/?p=983

Liv ing in Spirit
If you don’t get the Daily Review newspaper, perhaps you’ve missed Rev. Laine’s monthly column. An archive
of past columns can be found here: https://livinginspiritrevlaine.blogspot.com/

Help for the Home Shop
Update from Marcia Allen

2020 received 42 referrals and
provided help for 51 adults and 30
children.
Currently, HHS is still accepting referrals by appointment only with
COVID-precautions in place.

Long-time UUFBF Member Joel Labovitz, born in May of 1945, died in the early morning hours of
January 29, 2021 from complications of Covid-19.
Joel was born and grew up in Philadelphia. He was the child of
dedicated public school teachers whom he revered. He is survived by his son, Alan and daughter-in-law Elaine, and two
granddaughters, Nicole and Kailey. He is also survived by his
sister, Susan and brother-in-law, Harvey, and their two children.

Joel was a leather artist and supported the arts avidly. Joel created a leather crafts shop, The Workbench, at first in Elmira until the flood of 1972 and then moved it to Market Street in Corning. In 1988, after suffering a Traumatic Brain Injury in a car accident, Joel became dependent on others in order to live in his
beloved hilltop home. He worked for many years as a salesman
for Heron Hill Winery, and at the time of his accident he had attained the position of Vice President. Joel was well-known in
Corning and involved in the local arts and entertainment scene.
He was a member of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Big Flats for the past 20 years.
Expressions of sympathy or condolences can be sent to
Alan's son at:
2840 Turner Ave, Abington, PA 19001
Joel’s signature becoming a UUFBF member

I hope this newsletter finds you all well and adjusting to this new way of life in the wake of the Covid pandemic.
In-person services have just begun again, with Spring temps making outdoor options easier, as well as vaccines
being distributed among many of us. Zoom services will continue with UUCAS and Cortland for the time being,
and those links will always be provided. I have joined the Worship Planning team and it has been nice forging
this partnership with them, a partnership we hopefully can expand on into the future
I had the opportunity to visit the Cortland Church to put together the holiday Goodie bags. What a beautiful,
historical building, the oldest building in Cortland, and it was part of the underground railroad. Unfortunately,
it has recently been the target of two acts of racially-related vandalism, most recently at the time of the Black
Lives Matter March in Cortland; the Church is on the route of the March that was held.
It is sad that we have lost two members of our Fellowship recently: Ruth Lee Potter and Joel Labovitz. Both will
be added to our Memorial Plaque. Thank you to John Jenkins, who was Joel’s caretaker at one time, for the
lovely memorial he provided above for the newsletter.
All is well at our little oasis in Big Flats. The Quakers are great tenants and use the building each Saturday. They
appreciate the air filter that was recently purchased and are very diligent about masks, social distancing, using
their own chairs and no sharing of food.

We would love to hear from you all! About anything! Please email Chris Telford (ceemarie1971@twc.com) your
contribution - pictures, a note, a poem, or any information that might be pertinent to members.
Several others of our members have been vaccinated, including myself. I miss you all and looking forward to the
time when we can be together.
Jackie Wilson
Board Secretary/ Caring Committee

Elmira City Hall Art Exhibit

"Faces, Figures and Fantasies"
Artwork by UUFBF Member Mary Terhune

April 5 - May 26, 2021

At this time, entry to City Hall, 317 E. Church Street, is by appointment only during regular hours of operation. (607) 737-5661
Community Arts of Elmira also will be featuring Mary Terhune's work
online.
"Eyegear" by Mary Terhune

Open Mic / Show & Tell
April 25
from UUCAS’s Katie Replogle
It has been UUCAS’s tradition for
more than ten years to hold an
open mic during our annual
pledge drive. We are continuing
that tradition this year with an
event on Sunday, April 25, after
worship. The event will be on
Zoom, as it was last year. And
this, they’ve invited us, UUFBF,
to join in the fun!
In past open mic events, we've had musical performances, story-telling, jokes, skits, and
magic tricks. This year we are adding "show and tell" as an option for participants. Show
us your doll houses, your pets, your plants. Demonstrate how to make something, or fix
something. Be creative - anything (well, almost anything - this is a family event) goes!
If you would like to be part of the show, please email Katie Replogle:
kt80rep@gmail.com. To allow as many people as possible to participate, we ask that
you limit your "act" to 3 minutes or less.

